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Background

 Former DELWP site handover to 
community led to creation of 
The Forrest Gateway Project

 State Government grant funded 
feasibility studies for a bushfire-
adapted community centre
 Includes three research projects 

for community-led climate 
change adaptation

 Local SDGs program is one of 
these, in collaboration with The 
Ian Potter Foundation and 
Monash University



Collaboration
 Forrest community worked with Deakin as 

founding partner for Local SDGs Program

 Forrest Gateway Project works in 
collaboration with Deakin PhD student

 DELWP on board as a community 
engagement partner



Interlinkages of the 
SDGs
 Reflects the complexity of life

 The future is not linear

 Introduces challenges to a deep 
understanding of the SDGs



The SDG Framework

 Community could vote for their 
top priority SDGs

 Democratic and equitable way 
for voices to be heard

 Began the conversation about 
community priorities  



Complexity within the framework

 So much contained within the SDGs

 A community engagement process can’t 
encompass the depth within the SDGs



Challenges

 Scale and data

 Population of 230 – 400 if 
you widen the definition

 Where will the data 
come from?

 SDG targets and 
indicators
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