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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by all the world’s governments 
at the UN in 2015, aim to guide global development until the year 2030.



https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/






Local approaches to the SDGs are 
urgently needed

There is not much time left, already 5 
years has passed

Top-down approaches necessary but not 
sufficient

If many communities develop and 
implement their own plans then we can 
achieve the SDGs from the bottom-up



How can local communities implement 
the global goals?

High-level global goals are not always 
relevant to local communities

Global agreements lack governance 
necessary to facilitate change on-ground, 
local governance is more effective 

Local communities often lack capacity to 
identify and implement pathways to more 
desirable futures under uncertainty



Aims: Localising the SDGs

To develop a framework for co-
creating bottom-up plans aligned with 
the priorities of local communities

To acknowledge the heterogeneity of local 
communities e.g. socio-economic and 
environmental drivers, strategic technical 
capacity, data availability etc. 

To develop a sense of shared ownership 
amongst local communities of the choice of 
pathways towards a more sustainable future



• What external changes are most important for the local community (e.g. climate, economy, 
industry, agriculture, environment, population…)

• What SDGs/targets/indicators are most relevant to the local community?

• What locally-relevant changes/solutions/options are available?

• How do local communities make robust decisions over time to achieve sustainable 
futures?

Credit: Flickr (Melvin A) Credit: Graham Jepson/FT

2015 fire raging at Wye River near scenic Great Ocean Road Farmland near the town of Coonabarabran in NSW hit by drought

The Local SDGs Program is asking specific questions



A post-agricultural/forestry community in transition 
that recognises its vulnerability to environmental, 
social and economic change, with concern around:

• Increasing frequency and severity of bushfire 
and the risk to life and property (SDG3)

• Ensuring availability and sustainable 
management of water (SDG6)

• Promoting sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth (SDG8)

• Protecting and restoring sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests and tourism (SDG15)

The Forrest community

Mountain biking is one of the main recreational and tourism 
drawcards in Forrest



The Goulburn Murray region

Goulburn Weir

Credit: Enayat A. Moallemi

A productive agricultural community that is 
adapting to less water availability and increasing 
extreme temperatures that is vulnerable to future 
environmental, social and economic change, with 
concern around:

• Avoiding land degradation (SDG15) and 
improving water quality (SDG6)

• Ecological health of the Murray River (SDG15)

• Sustainable economic growth and productive 
employment (SDG8)

• Sustainable consumption and production 
patterns (SDG12)

• Achieving improved nutrition and protecting 
sustainable agriculture (SDG2)



Source: Haasnoot et al. (2013)
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To identify the ‘robust’ pathway(s) 
among generated pathways

To envision a ‘desirable’ future 
based on local needs and priorities

To  identify ‘uncertain factors’ and 
enumerate future transient ‘scenarios’

To  identify ‘vulnerabilities’, 
‘opportunities’, and ‘tipping 
points’ of current actions

To assemble a set of short- and long-
term ‘actions’ to cover the gaps and 
meet targets

To summarise actions, pathways, and 
logical transfer points between pathways 

To identify ‘signposts’ and ‘triggers’ 
that signal for adaptation

To assess ‘tipping points’ where 
actions would fail to meet targets

To generate ‘pathways’ towards 
targets from sequences of actions

To provide directions for further 
adaptation in response to 
monitoring signals

Review & 
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To identify ‘locally-relevant goals’ and set 
measurable ‘targets’

Reassess

To implement the plan and 
monitor if modifications are required
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New tool for localizing
the SDGS

• Tailoring methods to 
specific communities

• Enables communities to 
choose methods that suit 
the local context

• Each region is different
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Web: www.localsdgs.org

http://www.localsdgs.org/
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