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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by all the world’s governments 
at the UN in 2015, aim to guide global development until the year 2030.
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The sdgs are part of a breakthrough global agreement called the 2030 agenda, adopted at the united nations on sept 25, 2015. its purpose: to transform the world. here are the 17 goals, backed up by a set of 169 detailed Targets.Universality: First, and most important, these Goals apply to every nation … and every sector. Cities, businesses, schools, organizations, all are challenged to act.Integration: Second, it is recognized that the Goals are all inter-connected, in a system. We cannot aim to achieve just one Goal. We must achieve them all.Transformation: And finally, it is widely recognized that achieving these Goals involves making very big, fundamental changes in how we live on Earth.



How do we implement the global goals?

High-level global goals are not always 
relevant to local communities

Global agreements lack governance 
necessary to facilitate change on-ground, 
local governance is more effective 

Local communities often lack capacity to 
identify and implement pathways to more 
desirable futures under uncertainty
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The core idea of the project (Local agenda):the SDGs have been adopted by states, however, this cannot be enough:Why?The top-down governmental plans are designed based on the priority of national risks and opportunities which are not always primary for local communities. Such governmental plans rely on the aggregation of data at the national level and cannot fully acknowledge the heterogeneity of local (e.g., geographical, demographical, and economic) conditions where there are divided opinion regarding the conviction of transformations towards SDGs and regarding preferred pathway(s) they should design and operationalise. Local communities also sometimes have limited resources and technical skills to implement nationally-designed and ambitious pathways.Therefore, there is a need for more nuanced investigation of the roles of bottom-up action from society more broadly. 



Aims: Localising the SDGs

To develop a framework for co-
creating bottom-up plans aligned with 
the priorities of local communities

To acknowledge the heterogeneity of local 
communities e.g. socio-economic and 
environmental drivers, strategic technical 
capacity, data availability etc. 

To develop a sense of shared ownership 
amongst local communities of the choice of 
pathways towards a more sustainable future

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The core idea of the project (Local agenda):the SDGs have been adopted by states, however, this cannot be enough:Why?The top-down governmental plans are designed based on the priority of national risks and opportunities which are not always primary for local communities. Such governmental plans rely on the aggregation of data at the national level and cannot fully acknowledge the heterogeneity of local (e.g., geographical, demographical, and economic) conditions where there are divided opinion regarding the conviction of transformations towards SDGs and regarding preferred pathway(s) they should design and operationalise. Local communities also sometimes have limited resources and technical skills to implement nationally-designed and ambitious pathways.Therefore, there is a need for more nuanced investigation of the roles of bottom-up action from society more broadly. 



A post-agricultural/forestry community in transition 
that recognises its vulnerability to environmental, 
social and economic change, with concern around:

• Increasing frequency and severity of bushfire 
and the risk to life and property (SDG3)

• Ensuring availability and sustainable 
management of water (SDG6)

• Promoting sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth (SDG8)

• Protecting and restoring sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests and tourism (SDG15)

The Forrest community

Mountain biking is one of the main recreational activities in 
Forrest
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Also mention:The Forrest community is ‘a community in transition working to define a sustainable and resilient future. However, they are still at very early stage of achieving these goals, and they have limited previous/established experiences. This implies lots of engagement activities. 



The Goulburn Murray region

Goulburn Weir

Credit: Enayat A. Moallemi

A productive agricultural community that is 
adapting to less water availability and increasing 
extreme temperatures that is vulnerable to future 
environmental, social and economic change, with 
concern around:

• Avoiding land degradation (SDG15) and 
improving water quality (SDG6)

• Ecological health of the Murray River (SDG15)

• Sustainable economic growth and productive 
employment (SDG8)

• Sustainable consumption and production 
patterns (SDG12)

• Achieving improved nutrition and protecting 
sustainable agriculture (SDG2)
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Robust decisions need to be made to achieve 
sustainable futures for local communities 

under deep uncertainty

Credit: Flickr (Melvin A) Credit: Graham Jepson/FT

Christmas fire raging near scenic Great Ocean Road Farmland near the town of Coonabarabran in NSW hit by drought
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Local Agenda 2030: developing a participatory framework 
for achieving the SDGs from the bottom up 

Thank You
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